Discernment

What is discernment? Here’s what Frank Rogers had to say about it in chapter eight “Discernment” in Practicing Our Faith,  edited by Dorothy Bass, San Francisco: Jossey-Bass, 1997:

“the history of the church is littered with the stories of people who have claimed guidance from the Spirit when the prejudices of self-deception reigned instead. From the earliest days of Judaism and Christianity, awareness of this danger has prompted faithful people to articulate criteria by which to judge the authenticity of claims regarding the Spirit….


•
fidelity to Scripture and the tradition

•
fruit of the Spirit


•
inner authority and peace


•
communal harmony


•
enhancement rather than extinction of life


•
integrity in the process of discernment”

(pp. 114-116)

